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INTERIM  REPORT 


Council  Offices, 

200,  Oldham  Road,  Waterloo, 

Nr.  Ashton-under-Lyne, 

August,  1942. 

TO  THE  CHAIRMAN  AND  MEMBERS 

OF  THE 

Limehurst  Rural  District  Council 

Mr.  Chairman  and  Gentlemen, 

I  have  the  honour  to  submit  for  your  consideration 
an  Interim  Report,  according  to  the  instructions  of  the 
Minister  of  Health,  on  the  health  of  the  district  during  the 
year  ending  December  31st,  1941. 

I  should  like  to  draw  your  attention  to  the  statistics 
concerning  Diphtheria  Immunisation  which  has  proved  very 
successful.  Although  the  response  has  been  good,  I  feel 
that  further  intensive  propaganda  should  be  carried  out  so 
that  ultimately  the  child  population  over  one  year  of  age  will 
be  100%  immunised  against  Diphtheria. 

I  should  like  to  offer  mv  sincere  thanks  to  the  ladies 
who  have  attended  the  Child  Welfare  Centre  and  have 
voluntarily  tendered  such  valuable  assistance  each  week. 

I  am  greatly  indebted  to  Mr.  Dawson  for  his  unremit¬ 
ting  and  continued  help,  particularly  with  regard  to  the 
A.R.P.  Casualty  Services  which  have  been  reorganised  to  meet 
the  changing  situation,  caused  by  the  call-up  for  the  services 
and  the  demands  of  industry. 

To  the  Cleric,  Surveyor  and  other  Officials  of  the 
Council  I  tender  my  thanks  for  their  continued  assistance 
and  co-operation. 


I  am,  Gentlemen, 

Your  obedient  servent, 

J.  W.  PICKUP, 

Acting  Medical  Officer  of  Health. 


AREA,  POPULATION,  AND  RATEABLE  VALUE 


PARISH 

AREA  IN  ACRES 

No.  of 
Inhabited 
Houses 

Rateable 

Value 

£ 

Product 
la-  Rate 
£ 

Alt  . 

1,132  724 

270 

3,149 

11 

Bardsley . 

883U76 

545 

6,851 

26 

Littlemoss . 

703-802 

204 

2,986 

11 

Waterloo  . 

34P139 

1,233 

14,696 

55 

Wood  houses  ... 

627  545 

233 

2,243 

8 

Totals. . . 

3,688.286 

2,485 

29,925 

111 

Population  for  1931  Census  (excluding  Hartshead)  . 8,151 

Population  for  1941 — 

NOTIFIABLE  DISEASES. 

HOSPITAL  ACCOMMODATION. 

AMBULANCE  FACILITIES. 

No  specific  outbreaks  of  infectious  disease  occurred. 
Three  cases  of  Paratyphoid  Fever  B.  were  recorded  one  of 
which  proved  fatal.  The  three  cases  could  not  be  identified 
together  nor  traced  to  a  common  source.  72  cases  of  measles 
were  reported  but  no  serious  epidemic  in  any  one  parish 
occurred.  There  was  one  death  from  measles. 

Four  Scarlet  Fever  cases,  four  Di  phtheria  cases,  one 
Pneumonia  case,  three  Paratyphoid  Fever  B.  cases,  one  case  of 
Pemphigus,  one  case  of  Cerebro  Spinal  Fever  and  two 
observation  cases  were  accommodated  at  the  following 
Infectious  Diseases  Hospitals 


Oldham  (Westhulme)  . 11  cases 

Manchester  (Monsall)  .  4  cases 

Hyde  . , .  1  case 


The  Hospital  to  which  the  case  was  sent  provided  the 
ambulance  in  each  of  the  above  cases. 

There  has  been  no  change  from  previous  years  with 
regard  to  Hospital  Accommodation  and  Ambulance  facilities 
for  both  infectious  and  non-infections  cases. 
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NOTIFIABLE  DISEASES  (other  than  Tuberculosis)  DURING  THE  YEAR,  1941. 

Notified  cases  only  included. 
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.TUBERCULOSIS. 

New  Cases  and  Mortality  during  1941. 


YEARS 

NEW 

CASES 

DEATHS 

Pulmonary 

Non- 

Pulmonary 

Pulmonary 

Non- 

Pulmonary 

M. 

F. 

M. 

F. 

M. 

F. 

M. 

F. 

0—1 

1—5 

5—10 

1 

1 

10—15 

1 

15—20 

2 

20—25 

25—35 

1 

35—45 

1 

1 

1 

45—55 

2 

1 

55—65 

1 

1 

1 

65  and  over 

1 

8 

1 

1 

2 

1 

o 

4* 

0 

1 

i 

9 

1 

3 

I 

3 

1 

Proper  notification,  prior  to  death,  was  received  in  each  case 
of  death  from  tuberculosis,  with  one  exception. 

DIPHTHERIA  IMMUNISATION. 

The  Council  adopted  a  scheme  of  Immunisation 
against  Diphtheria  and  this  commenced  in  January.  Intensive 
propaganda,  including  a  film  display,  posters  displayed  all 
over  the  district  and  special  appeals  to  headmasters  and 
parents  preceded  and  continued  during  the  early  months 
of  the  campaign. 

A  special  Immunisation  Session  was  held  every  fort¬ 
night  from  January  to  June  and  then  every  four  weeks  to  the 
end  of  the  year  at  the  Methodist  School,  Waterloo. 

Altogether,  385  children  were  immunised  during  this 
period,  116  being  children  under  five  and  269  being  children 
between  five  and  fifteen. 

SUSPECTED  FOOD  POISONING. 

A  suspected  food  poisoning  case  was  closely  invest¬ 
igated  in  April.  This  occurred  in  Waterloo  and  five  persons 
were  affected.  As  a  result  of  the  investigations  a  sample  of 
canned  salmon  partaken  of  by  all  the  persons  concerned, 
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along  with  an  unopened  can  from  the  slipp  from  which  the 
salmon  was  purchased  were  submitted  to  the  Laboratory. 
No  organisms  of  food  poisoning  were  isolated  in  either  sample. 
All  the  people  recovered. 

SCHOOL  CLINICS. 

'There  are  no  school  clinics  in  the  district  but  facilities 
are  available  for  school  children  at  the  County  Clinic,  Post 
Office  Buildings,  Roy  ton .  Detailed  plans  for  the  erection  of 
a  School  Clinic  in  the  Rural  District  were  well  advanced  but 
had  to  be  postponed  owing  to  the  war. 

MATERNITY  AND  CHILD  WELFARE. 

A  welfare  centre  administered  by  the  County  Council 
at  the  Methodist  School,  Oldham  Road,  Waterloo,  is  now  held 
every  Thursday  afternoon. 

MIDWIVES  ACT,  1936. 

The  midwife  allocated  to  the  Rural  District  is  Mrs.  A. 
Harrop,  S.C.M.,  S.R.N.,  residing  at  5  Nev  Street,  Waterloo. 
Tel.  ASH.  2033. 


SEWERAGE. 

No  further  progress  with  regard  to  the  sewering  of  the 
three  unsewered  parishes  has  been  made.  It  appears  unlikely 
that  any  of  the  recommendations  of  the  Consulting  Engineer 
can  be  put  into  effect  during  the  war. 

SCAVENGING. 

The  action  of  the  Council  in  putting  into  operation, 
last  year,  a  scheme  for  the  Scavengingof  the  parish  of  Alt  has 
proved  of  real  value  in  improving  sanitary  conditions  and 
many  expressions  of  appreciation  have  been  voiced  by 
residents. 

BYE-LAWS. 

Building  Bye-laws  under  the  Public  Health  Act,  1936 
are  now  in  force  in  the  District. 

TOWN  AND  COUNTRY  PLANNING. 

The  Council  is  a  Constituent  Authority  of  the  Oldham 
and  District  Statutory  Regional  Planning  Committee. 
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Administration  of  the  Factories  Act,  1937. 


1.  Inspections,  for  the  purposes  of  provisions  as  to  health, 
including  inspection  made  by  Sanitary  Inspectors. 


Premises 

Number  of 

s 

Inspections 

(2) 

Written  Notices 
(3) 

Prosecution3 

(4) 

Factories  (with  mechanical 

power) . 

11 

# 

Factories  (without  mechanical 
power)  . 

21 

- — - 

— 

Other  premises  under  the  Act  ... 
(including  works  of  building  and 
engineering  construction,  but  not 
including  outworkers’  premises) 

■ - - 

■ 

— 

Total  . 

32 

• — - 

- — ■ 

2.  Defects  Found. 


Number  of  Defects 

Number 

Particulars 

Referred 

of 

Found 

Rem- 

to  H.M. 

Prose- 

(1) 

(2) 

edied 

Inspector 

cutions 

(3) 

(4) 

(5) 

Want  of  Cleanliness  (S.  1)  . 

Overcrowding  (S.  2)  . 

— 

— =- 

— 

— 

Unreasonable  temperature  (S.  3) 

— 

— 

- — - 

— 

Inadequate  Ventilation  (S.  4)  . 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Ineffective  drainage  of  floors  (S.  6)  ... 
Sanitary  Conveniences  (S.  7) — 

- - 

— 

— 

— ‘ — 

insufficient  . 

— 

— 

— 

— 

unsuitable  or  defective  . 

— 

— 

— 

— 

not  separate  for  sexes . 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Other  offences  . 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Not  including  offences  relating  to  home  work 
or  offences  under  the  Sections  mentioned  in 

the  Schedule  to  the  Ministry  of  Health 
Factories  and  Workshops  Transfer  of 
Powers)  Order,  1921,  and  re-enacted  in  the 
Third  Schedule  of  the  Factories  Act,  1937.) 

- 

Total  . 

No  returns  in  Outwork  Section. 
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Sanitary  Inspector’s  Report. 

TO  THE  CHAIRMAN  AND  MEMBERS  OF  THE 
LTMEHURST  RURAL  DISTRICT  COUNCIL. 

Mr.  Chairman  and  Gentlemen, 

X 

I  have  the  honour  of  submitting  for  your  consideration 
my  Annual  Report  on  sanitary  conditions  in  the  area  and 
progress  made  during  the  year. 

Progress  has  been  very  considerably  retarded  by  the 
ever  increasing  calls  of  Civil  Defence  and  also  by  difficulties 
of  supply  of  labour  and  materials.  At  the  same  time,  the 
more  urgent  sanitary  requirements  of  the  District  have  re¬ 
ceived  attention. 

The  decision  last  year  to  scavenge  the  parish  of  Alt 
has  led  to  improved  sanitary  conditions  which  have  been 
acknowledged  by  many  of  the  residents. 

The  decision  to  purchase  Dustbins  and  Pails,  for  re¬ 
sale  to  owners  in  the  District,  due  to  the  great  difficulties 
being  experienced  by  owners  in  obtaining  tliese  essential 
conveniences,  has  been  much  appreciated  and  full  use  made 
of  the  service. 

I  would  like  to  express  my  thanks  to  all  Members  and 
Officials  of  the  Council  for  their  continued  help  and  valuable 
assistance. 

1  am,  Gentlemen, 

Your  obedient  servant, 

W.  DAWSON, 

Sanitary  Inspector. 


Notices  Served— Nuisance  and  Sanitary  Defects. 

No.  of  Informal  Notices  served  during  1941  (concern¬ 
ing  94  houses) . 78 

No.  of  same  complied  with  during  1941  (concerning 

88  houses)  . 73 

Note. — A  number  of  Notices  in  the  form  of  letters  were 
delivered  in  addition  to  the  above. 

No.  of  Statutory  Notices  served  (for  3  houses) .  3 

,,  ,,  ,,  complied  with . ; . .  3 

,,  Legal  Proceedings  authorised .  Nil 

taken  .  Nil 


Two  of  the  Statutory  Notices  were  served  in  respect  of 
nuisances  and  one  for  sanitary  defects 


9 


Infectious  Diseases  and  Disinfection. 


Total  number  of  notifiable  diseases  recorded 
during  the  year  . ' .  130 

A  tabulated  statement  is  given  on  pages  5  and  6. 

Number  of  premises  disinfected  (houses)  ...  .  20 

REFUSE  COLLECTION  AND  DISPOSAL. 

The  Council  now  undertake  the  Scavenging  of  all 
parishes  within  the  Rural  District,  Alt  being  added  last  year. 

Several  nuisances  in  the  Alt  parish,  inseparable  from 
a  district  where  scavenging  was  irregularly  carried  out  and 
nobody’s  job iin  particular,  have  now  disappeared,  and  many 
residents  have  expressed  their  satisfaction  with  the  new 
arrangement. 

Early  in  the  year  the  Council  embarked  on  a  scheme 
to  purchase  dustbins  and  pails  in  quantities  for  re¬ 
sale  to  owners  in  the  District.  The  reason  for  this  action  was 
the  great  difficulty  being  experienced  by  many  owners  in 
obtaining  either  pails  or  dustbins  and  the  large  number  of 
requests  to  the  Council  to  supply  these  articles. 

Up  to  the  end  of  the  year  36  dustbins  had  been  sold 
under  this  scheme  and  18  pails. 


CLOSET  ACCOMMODATION;  DRAINAGE,  Ac. 

A  tabulated  statement  follows  of  the  totals  of  the 
various  sanitary  conveniences  in  the  five  parishes.  During 
the  year  the  following  conversions  have  been  carried  out. 

1  Waste  water  closet  converted  to  water  closet. 

2  Privy  closets  converted  to  pail  closets. 

24  Dustbins  provided  in  lieu  of  ashpits,  etc. 
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The  following  is  a  list  of  recorded  improvements, 
renewals,  &c. 

26  Entirely  new  Dustbins  provided, 

46  Dustbins  renewed. 

1  Closet  Cesspit  abolished. 

9  Dry  Ashpits  and  ground  pits  abolished. 

50  Closet  Pails  provided,  including  renewals  and  conversions. 
6  premises  where  water  closet  repaired. 

2  premises  where  drains  were  entirely  reconstructed, 

3  premises  where  new  branch  drains  were  laid. 

2  premises  (other  than  the  above)  where  existing  drains 
were  repaired. 

27  drain  blockages  cleared. 


The  closet  accommodation  for  1,912  houses  is  on  the 
water  carriage  system. 

The  number  of  dustbins  now  to  be  emptied  in  the 
whole  district  is  2,152  as  against  171  in  1922. 

Virtually  all  the  592  pail  closets  and  the  38  privy 
closets  are  remote  from  the  public  sewer  and  the  question  of 
converting  these  to  water  closets  is  bound  up  with  the  larger 
problem  of  the  provision  of  sewers  and  sewerage  facilities  to 
the  unsewered  parts  of  the  district. 


The  question  of  converting  the  506  waste  water  closets 
to  fresh  water  closets  is  one  that  could  be  tackled  immediately 
after  the  war.  Here  no  technical  difficulty  of  any  magnitude 
exists,  the  problem  in  the  main  being  financial. 

There  should  be  no  difficulty  in  abolishing  the  114 
ashpits  after  the  war  when  supplies  of  dustbins  are  readily 
available. 
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TABULATED  RECORD  OF  SANITARY  ACCOMMODATION  AT  THE  END  OF  1941. 
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SLAUGHTERHOUSES,  MEAT  AND  FOOD 

INSPECTION. 


There  is  no  public  slaughterhouse  in  the  district. 
There  are  four  private  slaughterhouses,  one  in  Bardsley  and 
three  in  Waterloo. 

In  January  1940,  private  slaughtering  ceased,  all 
slaughtering  being  subject  to  Government  control  from  this 
date.  No  Government  slaughterhouse  was  established  in 
Limehurst. 

A  constant  watch  is  kept  on  the  meat  coming  in  to  the 
shops  in  this  area.  The  quality  throughout  the  year  has  been 
satisfactory  and  no  official  action  has  been  found  necessary. 

Places  where  foodstuffs  are  prepared,  stored  or  sold 
are  subject  to  continual  inspection. 

On  eight  occasions  slaughtering  has  taken  place  in  the 
Rural  District  during  the  year.  The  consent  of  the  Ministry 
of  Food  has  been  given  in  each  case  and  the  necessary 
licence  issued,  in  addition,  appropriate  notice  of  slaughter  was 
given  to  this  Office.  Eight  pigs  were  slaughtered  in  all  and 
were  found  to  be  satisfactory. 

Legal  proceedings  have  been  taken  in  one  instance 
and  authorised  in  another.  In  the  latter  case  the  hearing 
was  pending  at  the  end  of  the  year.  Details  of  the  former 
case  are  as  follows  A  cow  was  slaughtered  at  a  farm  at  Alt 
in  April,  without  the  licence  of  the  Ministry  of  Food  and 
without  notification  to  this  Council.  The  premises  were  not 
licensed  as  a  slaughterhouse,  no  notice  of  slaughter  had  been 
given  and  the  animal  was  not  stunned  with  a  Humane 
Killer.  Summonses  were  issued  in  respect  of  these  three 
offences.  The  defence  was  that  the  animal  was  killed  in 
emergency,  but  this  was  contested  by  the  prosecution  who 
claimed  that  the  animal  was  in  good  health.  Convictions 
were  recorded  on  all  three  counts  and  fines  totalling  £9  plus 
£3  3s.  Od.  costs  imposed. 

A  case  of  suspected  food  poisoning  was  investigated  ; 
this  is  reported  fully  on  pages  6  and  7. 


DAIRIES,  COWSHEDS  AND  MIEKSHOPS. 


There  are  63  dairy  farms  in  the  District  in  the  occupat¬ 
ion  of  61  cowkeepers  all  of  whom  are  on  the  register.  The 
total  number  of  cows  kept  is  1,000  approx. 

In  addition  to  the  61  cowkeepers  who  are  also  dairy¬ 
men  with  registered  dairy  premises,  there  are  five  resident 
dairymen  and  retail  purveyors  of  milk  with  registered 
premises  These  are  not  cowkeepers  but  boy  milk  in  bulk 
and  retail  in  the  district. 

Finally,  there  are  48  firms  and  persons  registered  as 
dairymen  and  retail  purveyors  who  have  no  dairy  premises  in 
the  Rural  District. 

Fees  for  the  sale  of  Pasteurised  Milk  have  been  paid  by 
three  Dairy  firms  this  year. 

Five  resident  dairymen  and  cowkeepers  are  licenced 
by  the  Lancashire  County  Council  as  producers  of  “  Accredit¬ 
ed  Milk.”  Three  of  these  producers  are  also  licenced  for 
bottling. 

During  the  year  three  instances  of  tuberculosis  in 
milk  have  been  notified  to  the  County  Medical  Officer  of 
Health  to  be  dealt  with  by  the  Ministry  of  Agriculture. 

Eighteen  samples  of  milk  have  been  taken  at  the 
instance  of  the  Lancashire  County  Council,  two  of  these  being 
samples  of  School  milk. 

Six  of  these  samples  were  in  some  degree  below  stand¬ 
ard.  These  were  all  followed  up  and  investigated  and  later 
further  samples  taken  which  gave  satisfactory  results. 

Two  instances  of  unsatisfactory  samples  of  milk  prod¬ 
uced  in  this  district  but  retailed  in  adjoining  districts  were 
followed  up  at  the  farm  where  produced  and  improved 
methods  adopted. 

There  have  been  no  major  schemes  of  improvement  of 
farm  buildings  recorded  during  the  year.  In  two  instances 
fairly  extensive  repair  work  to  the  fabric  of  existing  cowsheds 
has  taken  place.  No  doubt  the  lack  of  adequate  labour  and 
materials  accounts  for  this  slowing  up  of  progress. 

With  the  present  shortage  of  labour  and  other  difficult¬ 
ies  experienced  at  the  farms  it  will  require  a  really  serious 
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effort  to  keep  the  standard  of  cleanliness  of  milk  at  a  satisfact¬ 
ory  level  but,  having  regard  to  the  high  food  value  of  clean 
and  disease  free  milk,  every  effort  must  be  made  by  all  con¬ 
cerned  to  maintain  the  high  standard  that  is  more  than  ever 
necessary. 

HOUSING  AND  SLUM  CLEARANCE. 

The  total  number  of  dwelling  houses  in  the  District  at 
the  end  of  1941  is  2,485,  mostly  of  the  working  class  type. 

No  new  houses  have  been  erected  during  the  year. 

Repairs  have  been  recorded  at  existing  houses  during 
the  year  in  51  instances.  This  figure  does  not  include 
sanitary  repairs  or  improvements,  these  being  set  out  on  pages 
10  and  11,  but  refers  only  to  “housing”  repairs.  Thenumber 
of  houses  at  which  such  work  has  been  done  is  less  than  in 
previous  years,  no  doubt  due  to  a  scarcity  of  labour  and 
materials  for  this  class  of  work  and  a  natural  reluctance  to 
embark  on  an}7  schemes  of  improvement. 

It  is  found  that  it  is  becoming  much  more  difficult  to 
get  repairs  done,  even  when  these  are  really  necessary  to 
maintain  reasonable  amenities,  and  there  is  a  noticeable 
time  lag  from  the  service  of  a  notice  to  the  completion  of  the 
work.  Up  to  the  present  time,  however,  all  very  urgent  work 
has  been  carried  out. 

Two  dwelling-houses  in  the  Alt  parish  have  been  closed 
as  dwellings  by  the  owners  owing  to  the  unsafe  condition  of 
the  structure.  The  tenants  obtained  alternative  accommodation. 
The  houses  cannot  at  present  be  demolished  as  they  are  inte¬ 
grally  part  of  another  structure  which  is  in  use. 

With  regard  to  bed  bugs  there  has  been  no  cause  for 
any  action  to  be  taken  this  year. 

OVERCROWDING. 

The  exact  position  is  not  known  and  can,  of  course, 
only  be  correctly  ascertained  by  a  new  survey.  It  is  not 
thought  that  the  position  is  one  to  give  rise  to  any  serious 
misgivings. 

Two  cases  of  overcrowding  have  been  dealt  with  by  the 
Council.  In  one  instance  complete  abatement  was  obtained 
and  in  the  other  marked  improvement  by  reduction  of  the 
number  of  persons  in  the  house. 
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SHOPS  AND  OFFICES. 


During  the  year  7  L  visits  were  made  to  shops  in  the 
District.  In  two  instances  improvements  were  recorded,  one 
being  the  abatement  of  a  nuisance  and  the  other  the  improve¬ 
ment  of  sanitary  facilities. 

No  action  was  necessary  with  regard  to  Offices. 
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